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Presentation Notes
I first want to say thank you to Bryon Darby who made the beautiful photographs and Tim Hossler who made the photographs and the excerpts from the interviews I conducted go so well together.  
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Presentation Notes
And we’ve received some generous funding to make this something far bigger than we could have on our own.

Thank you.
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"Well . . . people can get a high, should I dare use that term, from different

things and different people seek it in different ways. And I really think that’s

what keeps most farmers farming .

IT IS A BIG CHARGE TO GO OUT AND TURN
THE SOIL IN THE SPRING . . . and you wait, and then all of a sudden you see a

whole row of these little beans or little corn and spears sticking up. And there’s

Just a charge, a high, or whatever you want to call it that’s just unmatched, I do

believe. I think that’s what keeps most farmers every year.”
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Presentation Notes
These are small farms - intentionally for the most part and by design. But their size does not change that they are potentially the experiments that help to change the way we raise food. If you compare it to evolution by natural selection one of the hardest things to do is to observe evolution in real time, the emergence of a new species. Scientists have done it in the Galapagos with Darwins finches and thats part of the thinking in food utopias is that the change of the future is unfolding right now, so the small, the tiny need to be observed and studied just as much as understanding the contemporary, industrial agri-food system. 
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Presentation Notes

Well we have some audacious influences that of Dorothea Lange and Paul Taylor’s American Exodus that documented the migration of Americans in the1930s. From the same era we drew inspiration from James Agee and Walker Evan’s Let Us Now Praise Famous Men book about tenant farmers in Alabama.
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Presentation Notes
Keeping in mind that this project is in itself an experimentation of methods and collaboration in its early stages


© Benjamin T. Caldwell
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AN OBSERVATION OF TODAY'S
INDEPENDENT KANSAS FARMER
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Thanks to the farmers and the
Commons Starter Grant,
and the
Hall Center
Collaborative
Grant at the University of Kansas.
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