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Mission and Vision for the PMC Program 
A Plant Materials Program functioning as the 
plant experts for NRCS, fully integrated and 
coordinated with technical and field office 
staff, developing and delivering vegetative 
solutions and conservation technology for 

NRCS customers. 
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Presentation Notes
This vision requires that the products and activities of PMCs directly support conservation delivery at the State and field level.  This will involve increased coordination among PMCs, the development of products targeted to specific field office needs, and increased flexibility allowing PMCs to quickly respond to identified priorities.  
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Sideoats Grama
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Nekan Pitcher Sage
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Soil Health 



Goals 
• Evaluate characteristics and attributes of 

commercially available varieties/cultivars 
• Provide cover crop adaptation and growth data 

for different geographical regions of the U.S. 
• Provide “base” information for NRCS cover crop 

recommendations and future studies, such as 
cover crop mixes 

• Provide recommendations for both cropland and 
grazing land soil health 

• Serve as a baseline for future germplasm 
improvement efforts 



Regionally Coordinated Activity 

Cover crop adaptation Trial at North  
    Central Regional PMC’s  
 
Core plant species: 
    1. black oats (2)                   5. balansa clover (2)                      
    2. crimson clover (6)            6. rye (14) 
    3. Austrian winterpea (8)     7. red clover (8) 
    4. hairy vetch (5)                  8. daikon radish (8) 
     



• Sudangrass (4) 
• BMR corn 
• Winfred hybrid turnip 
• Millet (3) 
• Sunn hemp 
• Flax 
• Rapeseed       
• Mung beans 
• Buckwheat 
• Turnip-purple top 
• Sainfoin 
• Soybeans-non GMO 

• Safflower 
• Radish 
• Phacelia 
• Cowpeas (2) 
• Guar 
• Oats 
• Yellow Mustard 
• Lentils 
• Peas 
• Clover (2) 
• Ethiopian Cabbage 
• Barley 

Cover Crop Species 





Cover Crop Mix—16-way 













 



Available Assistance  

• NRCS Technical Assistance 
• Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program 
• Conservation Stewardship Program 
• Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
• Continuous CRP 
• Other Financial Assistance 
 



USDA’s Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).  Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English.  

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA 
and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 
632-9992.  Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  

1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  

fax: (202) 690-7442; or  

email:  program.intake@usda.gov 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.   

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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