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Section 243: Access to Local Foods 

The Secretary shall create a Farm to School Program to: 
1. Distribute grant funding to improve access to local foods in schools.  
2. Provide training and technical assistance to improve access to local 

foods in schools. 
3. Disseminate research and data on existing programs and 

opportunities for expansion. 
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Why Farm to School? 
 

• Fresh, flavorful food 

• Willingness to try new foods 

• Increased consumption of fruits and vegetables 

• Improved knowledge and awareness regarding gardening, 
agriculture and healthy eating 

• Increase program awareness and participation 

• Markets for farmers, local economic benefit 

Values, or “the why” 



Why Farm to School? 

$1.00  
spent on local 
products 

$1.40 to $2.60 
in indirect and 
induced benefits 
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How many lunches did Kansas 
schools serve in SY 2016? 

53,500,000 lunches 
Approx. $69,500,000 spent on food 

Approx. $17 million on fresh fruits & vegetables 







  



  







• Farmers can aggregate to meet your demand 
• Wiggle room in terms of timing 
• Typically one-time mechanical harvest   
• Many are red/orange 
• Fit with school year timeline 
• Lessons about seasonality for students 
• Extends farmer income into winter  
• Extends farm to school price tag into winter  
• Easy (and delicious) to shred or roast!  
• Lend themselves well to contracts 

 

Storage Crops Rock! 



It’s not the same product! 

Staff pride!  



Andrea Northup 
Farm to School Regional Lead 

andrea.northup@fns.usda.gov 
303-844-4427 
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