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Federal Regulation of CAFOs

Clean Air Act of 1970:

● Authorized regulation to limit industrial emissions

● Initiated the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)

CERCLA: Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, & Liability Act

● Animal waste exempted under FARM Act in 2018

EPCRA: Emergency Planning & Community Right-to-Know Act

● Proposed amendment to exempt animal waste at farms 



Federal Regulation of CAFOs

Clean Water Act of 1972:

● Identified concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) as point sources of 

pollution

● Required permitting of these facilities through the National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES)

● Authority largely delegated to the states



EPA Definition of a CAFO:

An AFO is a lot or facility (other than an aquatic 

animal production facility) where the following 

conditions are met:

● animals have been, are, or will be stabled 

or confined and fed or maintained for a 

total of 45 days or more in any 12-month 

period, and

● crops, vegetation, forage growth, or post-

harvest residues are not sustained in the 

normal growing season over any portion 

of the lot or facility.

AFOs that meet the regulatory definition of a 

concentrated animal feeding operation (CAFO) 

are regulated under the NPDES permitting 

program.
(https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-

08/documents/sector_table.pdf)

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-08/documents/sector_table.pdf


State Regulation of CAFOs (through NPDES)

Depending on state statutes, authority, and definitions

● Permitted by state agency (KDHE, DEQ, DNR, etc.)

● Requirements depend on size & type of waste system

● Main focus: Nutrient Management Plan (NMP)



Impacts to the Environment

● Surface water pollution through runoff and spills

● Groundwater pollution through leachate

● Nutrient overload to the soil

● Loss of biodiversity/harm to native plants & animals

● Greenhouse gas emissions





“Animal agriculture manure 

is a primary source of 

nitrogen and phosphorus to 

surface and groundwater. 

Manure runoff from cropland 

and pastures or discharging 

animal feeding operations 

and concentrated animal 

feeding operations (CAFOs) 

often reaches surface and 

groundwater systems 

through surface runoff or 

infiltration.” 

https://www.epa.gov/nutrient-

policy-data/estimated-animal-

agriculture-nitrogen-and-

phosphorus-manure

https://www.epa.gov/nutrient-policy-data/estimated-animal-agriculture-nitrogen-and-phosphorus-manure


https://ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control

https://ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control


Map courtesy of Data Basin: https://databasin.org/maps/new#datasets=53f72f00668848f48e6ebfd7d99ad05b

Impaired waters listed on the 303(d) list (2014)



https://ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control

https://ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control


https://ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control

https://ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control










Impacts to Public Health

● Excess nitrates & fecal coliform in well water:

○ Decreased blood pressure, cramps & vomiting, headaches, “Blue Baby” Syndrome

○ Diarrhea, dysentery, hepatitis (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)

● Respiratory illness

● Nausea and headaches

● Increased asthma risk in children living near CAFOs

● Antibiotic resistant bacteria transmission 

● Stress, anxiety, depression







Impacts to Rural Communities

● Community relationships severed

● Low-paying, low-skilled, dangerous jobs 

● Exploitation of vulnerable populations

● Increased cost of water treatment

● Road damage

● Property devaluation





Impacts to Rural Communities

● Tear at community relationships

● Low-paying, low-skilled, dangerous jobs 

● Exploitation of vulnerable populations

● Increased cost of water treatment

● Road damage

● Property devaluation





Trends

● “Export Only” operations

● Anaerobic digestion - manure as renewable energy

● “Antibiotic free” and “Organic” CAFOs

● Slaughterhouse expansion

● Foreign ownership of agricultural land

● Recruitment of non-American investors/operators 

● Nutrient trading framework



Smart Chicken, Tecumseh, NE - Cornucopia Institute

https://www.cornucopia.org/2015/05/latest-usda-scandal-organic-program-dismisses-legal-complaints-targeting-factory-farms-without-investigating/

https://www.cornucopia.org/2015/05/latest-usda-scandal-organic-program-dismisses-legal-complaints-targeting-factory-farms-without-investigating/
https://www.cornucopia.org/2015/05/latest-usda-scandal-organic-program-dismisses-legal-complaints-targeting-factory-farms-without-investigating/


Aurora Dairy, Stratford, TX - Cornucopia Institute

https://www.cornucopia.org/2015/05/latest-usda-scandal-organic-program-dismisses-legal-complaints-targeting-factory-farms-without-investigating/

https://www.cornucopia.org/2015/05/latest-usda-scandal-organic-program-dismisses-legal-complaints-targeting-factory-farms-without-investigating/
https://www.cornucopia.org/2015/05/latest-usda-scandal-organic-program-dismisses-legal-complaints-targeting-factory-farms-without-investigating/
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What can we do?

● Call SRAP!

● Sign up for alerts/updates from state & federal agencies

● Submit comments on permit applications, renewals, rulemaking

● Track & report violations

● Know your rights under KOMA & KORA, & act on them

● Get informed on legislature activities, then talk to your elected officials

● VOTE

● Support the alternative




