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Objectives for 
today 

• Introduction to SARE 

• SARE Grant Programs 

• Farmer Rancher Grant 

• Grant writing tips & help 

• How to apply for a SARE 
Farmer Rancher grant 

• Deadline for 2018 Applications 
is 4 p.m., CST, Thursday, 
December 7, 2017 



 
What is SARE? 

 
 

Grants and outreach to 

advance sustainable 

innovations to  

the whole of American 

agriculture. 
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Something New  
and Different 

SARE was started in 1988, 

conceived as a 

decentralized, science-based, 

grassroots, practical,  

problem-solving,  

and inclusive  

competitive grant-making and 

outreach program. 



The SARE Model 
 

photo credit: David Baltensperger 

The SARE 
Model 

 
 • Four regional councils set 

priorities and make grants  

• SARE Outreach produces 
practical info 

• USDA-NIFA supports SARE 

• Other USDA agencies and 
land-grant universities are 
partners 

 



The Three Principles 
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The SARE 
Model 

Successful SARE grantees are 
engaged in projects that are 

guided by the 3 principals of 

sustainability… 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Quality of Life for 
farmers, ranchers, 
and their 
communities 

Stewardship of 
our nation’s land 
and water 

Profit over 
the long term 



Stakeholder Involvement 

 
Problem identified by 
farmer/rancher and 
researcher  
 
Farmers/ranchers 
involved in research  
and outreach  
 
 
 
 

 
Stakeholder 
Involvement 

 

Photo by Beth Nelson 



SARE  
Grant Types 
• Since 1988, SARE has invested 
in 4,000 projects nationwide 

• SARE in the North Central 
Region offers grants for: 

• Research & Education 

• Professional Development 

• Partnership 

• Graduate Student 

• Farmer/Rancher  

• Youth Educator 

Visit www.sare.org or 

www.northcentralsare.org  
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The SARE Portfolio 

 

• Sustainable pest/weed management 

• Clean energy 

• Marketing 

• Stewardship of land and water  

• Systems research 

• Community development 

• Crop diversification 

• Soil quality 

• Nutrient management 

• Rotational grazing 

…and much more Photo by Troy Bishopp 

 
The SARE 
Portfolio 

 



NCR-SARE Grants Funded 1988-2017 

   $69,425,678 awarded  from 1988-2017 
 

* Discontinued in 2012 

 PDP, (168) 
$10,283,598 

 Youth Ed, (119) 
$225,565 

Youth*, (73)  $27,006  

 Farmer Rancher 
(1124) 

$8,787,571 

 Grad Student (252) 
$2,531,391 

 R&E, (477) 
$46,502,552 

 Partnership, (37) 
$1,067,995 

  



 

• Grants directly fund farmers and 
ranchers to explore new production 
methods or marketing approaches 
for their farm 

• Up to $7500 for Individual farm, 
$15,000 for Teams of Two, and 
$22,500 for Groups of 3 or more 

• Encouraged to link with university 
or non-profit partners 

• 40 projects funded per year 

• Coordinated by Joan Benjamin 
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Farmer Rancher  
Grant Program 



Farmer Rancher Grants Funded 1988-2017 

IA (79) $599,706  
IL (61) $410,255  

IN (56) $512,498  

KS (96)  
$705,840  

MD, 0 

MI (124)  
$953,853  

MN (130)  
$1,065,036  

MO (163)  
$1,139,811  

ND (49)  
$500,795  

NE (70)  
$464,034  

OH (132)  
$1,060,418  

SD (50)  
$403,714  

WI (112)  
$965,611  



Download the Call for Proposals 

The 2018  Research and 
Education Call for Preproposals is 
now available. Preproposals are due 
October 19, 2017. Word | PDF 
The 2018  Partnership Call for 
Proposals is now available. Proposals 
are due October 26, 
2017. Word | PDF 
The 2018  Youth Educator Call for 
Proposals is now available. Proposals 
are due November 2, 
2017. Word | PDF 
The 2018 Farmer Rancher Call for 
Proposals is now available. Proposals 
are due December 7, 
2017. Word | PDF 

 

http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Research-and-Education
http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Research-and-Education
http://www.northcentralsare.org/content/download/78003/1348569/2017_RE_CFPP_WORD.doc
http://www.northcentralsare.org/content/download/78002/1348562/2017_RE_CFPP_PDF.pdf
http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Partnership-Grant-Program
http://www.northcentralsare.org/content/download/78017/1348735/2017_Partnership_CFP_WORD.doc
http://www.northcentralsare.org/content/download/78018/1348742/2017_Partnership_CFP_PDF.pdf
http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Youth-Educator-Grant-Program
http://www.northcentralsare.org/content/download/78045/1349215/2017_YED_CFP_WORD.doc
http://www.northcentralsare.org/content/download/78046/1349222/2017_YED_CFP_PDF.pdf
http://www.northcentralsare.org/Grants/Our-Grant-Programs/Farmer-Rancher-Grant-Program
http://www.northcentralsare.org/content/download/78090/1350355/2017_FRG_CFP_WORD.doc
http://www.northcentralsare.org/content/download/78089/1350348/2017_FRG_CFP_PDF.pdf


The 
Applicati
on Site 

www.ciids.org/ncsare/fr  

Proposal Year: 2018 
Submission open: August 15, 2017 
Submission deadline: December 7, 2017 4:00 PM CST 



Create 
Your 

Accoun
t 



Enter 
Your 
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ame/P
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Start Your 
Application 

Proposal Year: 2015 
Submission open: August 1, 2014 
Submission deadline: November 20, 2014 4:00 PM CST Proposal Year: 2018 

Submission open: August 15, 2017 
Submission deadline: December 7, 2017 4:00 PM CST 

Server time: Fri Sept 04 2017 2:16:39 PM EDT 
Server time: Fri Sept 04 2017 1:16:39 PM  CDT 



Project Title and Demographic info 



Cover Page Information 



Practices and Commodities 



Abstract 



Description of Your Project 



Describe Your Problem 



Provide a Timeline 



Outreach 



Briefly summarize research that has been done on this topic by others — include SARE and non-SARE 
research in your review. Focus on how you will build on this research and what makes your project 
innovative from what has already been done. See the resources listed on pages 10 and 11 of the Call for 
Proposals for help finding previous work done on your topic.  For example: 

Research Review 



Benefits and Impacts 



Part B 



Contribution to Sustainable Ag 



Budget 



Budget 



Budget Justification 

• Jean Andreasen, 25 hours @ $20 / hour = $500.  Farmer and 
project coordinator. Research small dairy resources and 
availability. 
 

      Etc. 
 



Letters of Support 



Statements of Support 

LOS MDEQ (.docx) format   Delete 
Pointed Firs Dairy Farm (.docx) format  Delete 



Drawings and Images 

LOS MDEQ (.docx) format    Delete 
Pointed  Firs Dairy Farm (.docx) format  Delete 
Pasture Diagram #1 (.docx) format  Delete 



Animal Care Plan 

LOS MDEQ (.docx) format    Delete 
Pointed Firs Dairy Farm (.docx) format  Delete 
Pasture Diagram #1 (.docx) format  Delete 



Submitting Your 
Proposal 



Editing Your 
Proposal 

Proposal Year: 2018 
Submission open: August 15, 2017  
Submission deadline: December 7, 2017 4:00 PM CST 

Server time: Mon Sep 23, 2017 17:14:46 GMT-0400 EDT 
Your time:  Mon Sep 23, 2017 16:14:46 GMT-0400 CDT 

 



Editing Your 
Proposal 



Final 
Submission 



Your Final Proposal 

Pointed Firs Dairy Farm (.docx) format 
Pasture Diagram #1 (.docx) format 
Animal Care Plan Andreasen  (.docx) format 
LOS MDEQ (.docx) format 
 

          Proposal number: FRG18-011 
          Submitted to NCR SARE on September 26, 2017 at 11:06 PM CDT 



• Call SARE State Coordinator 

• SARE web page – sare.org 

• Grants 

• Tutorials and Assistance 

•  Michael Fields Institute 

• Kitt Healy, 630-346-4749-4279                       

gracekhealy@gmail.com 

•  AFSIC – USDA – funding sources 

http://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/pubs/

agnic/susagfunding.shtml 

 

Still need 
help? 
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http://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/pubs/agnic/susagfunding.shtml
http://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/pubs/agnic/susagfunding.shtml


Good luck with 
your proposal! 
If you have questions contact: 

 
by phone: 612.626.3113 

 
by email: ncrsare@umn.edu 

 
www.northcentralsare.org 

 
Follow us on: 

 
 
 

Kerri Ebert, KS SARE Coordinator 
785-532-2976 

kebert@ksu.edu 
 
 

Deadline for 2018 Applications is  
4 p.m., CST,  

Thursday, December 7, 2017 
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sare.org 

mailto:kebert@ksu.edu
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