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“Peasant families commonly have 
____ hives. Tending these takes 
little effort, so the owner can work 
his fields and attend to other 
matters.” 

 
        -- Nikolay Vitvitsky, 
        Practical Beekeeping, 1835 
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“God created bees so that even 
the most destitute of men could 
have his own little animal herd 
and find his solace.” 

 
        -- Illarion Kullanda, 
        Bees for Everyone, 1882 



“Bee culture requires little effort, 
and barely any capital to get 
started.” 

 
        -- Georges de Layens, 
        The Complete Course in  

   Apiculture, 1892 



“Many farmers in the Ozarks 
keep a few colonies in nail-
kegs and log gums. The 
bees are never fed in the 
fall, and receive no extra 
protection in winter. 
Modern hives are almost 
unknown; but five out of 
six seasons the beekeeper 
‘gets enough to rob.’” 

 
        -- John H. Lovell, 
        Honey Plants of N.A., 1926 



Fedor Lazutin 























“Pick the hive model that is best 
suited to your locale, populate it 
with local bees, and the results 
will speak for themselves.” 

 
        -- Georges de Layens, 
        The Complete Course in  

   Apiculture, 1892 









“Make no mistake: build the kind 
of hive you can craft yourself 
with the cheapest materials 
available in your country.” 

 
        -- Illarion Kullanda, 
        Bees for Everyone, 1882 
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“Many years of carefully noted 
observations show that modified 
Layens hives produce the 
largest harvest of honey with 
minimal effort.” 

 
        -- Jean Hurpin, 
        Modified Layens Hive, 1941 









“Horizontal hives are wonderfully 
suited for remote outyards. In 
the yards that I visit only once 
per year, I always find the bees 
in excellent shape with the hives 
full of honey, harvesting which 
becomes my sole task.” 

 
        -- Jean Hurpin, 
        Modified Layens Hive, 1941 

























I. Kramskoy 
A Bee Man, 

1872 



“The hollow was 16 ft deep and 
14" across. It had 7 combs 13 ft 
deep. We worked at it for two 
days, filling 12 deep frames with 
brood and cutting 10 buckets of 
comb honey. The colony built 12 
medium frames of new comb in 
36 hrs.” 

-- Mikhail Lupanov, 
Advice of an Old Beekeeper,1974 
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YOU Can Keep Bees 
 How to Start A Few Hives 

For FREE 

Dr. Leo Sharashkin 
Editor, Keeping Bees With a Smile 
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